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Uploading PDFs

Start by uploading one or more PDFs, with the Upload button or by drag and drop.

1 It all starts with uploading one or more PDF files.

2 You can use the Upload button, or drag and drop several PDFs to upload them all at once.
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3 Wait until all your files have uploaded successfully.
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Preflight checks

PDFxt runs automated preflight checks on each PDF. See which checks matter for ePUB
conversion and which you can skip.

1 Next, open your document.
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2 We run a few automated preflight checks, to make sure the PDF is in good shape.

3 Many of these checks aren't required for ePUB conversion. You can safely skip them, and
continue.
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Settings & PDF presets

Choose how indexes, forms, figures and other elements are handled, and save those choices
as a reusable PDF preset.

1 Before you remediate a file, you can choose how elements like indexes, forms, and figures
should be handled.
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2 You can also set these up once, as a PDF preset. To do this, go to Settings, and open PDF
presets.
Give the preset a name.

3 If this is your default preset, check the Default box.
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4 Then configure the settings, just as you would on a document.

5 When you're done, create the preset.
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6 Now, if we go back to our document, the preset is offered in the dropdown, ready to choose.

7 Choose Accessible ePUB to start processing with your preset.
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Editor basics

A tour of the editor: page thumbnails, table of contents, chapters, zones, the PDF view and the
live HTML preview that goes into the ePUB.

1 When you select a document to work on, you're presented with a three-column layout.
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2 On the left are the thumbnails, the table of contents, the chapter split, and the zones on the
current page.

3 In the middle is the PDF, which you can scroll. As you scroll, the content on the right, which is
the HTML that will actually go into the ePUB, scrolls along with it.
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4 Select a zone to view its details in the zone sidebar.
At the top is the nav bar, with options for the selected zone.

5 The Actions floating menu contains options that apply to the whole page. We'll go into these
in more detail later.
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6 On the bottom left, the Layers menu lets you toggle the visibility of elements on the page.

7 Above the HTML preview are toggles for the style pane and the style list.
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8 There's also a menu that lists all the available keyboard shortcuts. We'll cover these in more
detail later.
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Fixing page numbers

Verify and fix page labels first, so links, notes and index entries point to the right pages.

1 Before we make any changes, the very first step is to verify and confirm that the page
numbers look right. This is crucial, since incorrect page numbers can lead to incorrect links,
notes, and indexes.
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2 Each thumbnail shows its page label, with the physical page number in brackets.

3 To change a label, click the edit icon on a page. Here, we'll label the cover as Cover, and
apply it.
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4 To label several pages at once, choose Range. We'll set pages 2 through 12 to lowercase
Roman numerals, which is typical for front matter.

5 Apply the labels, and check that the page numbers now look right.
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Styles & company styles

Review the stylesheet PDFxt extracts from your document, clear unused styles, and map your
styles to a company stylesheet.

1 As part of the initial analysis, the system automatically identifies and extracts a stylesheet for
the document. These styles are available under the Styles menu.
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2 Here you'll see a list of all the styles used in the document.

3 Any unused styles can be safely removed.
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4 Styles that need attention are flagged, like near-duplicates, which you can merge into a
similar style.

5 If you've uploaded a CSS file as an Artifact, you can import it here.
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6 When you import one or more CSS files, the system parses them and matches them against
the document's CSS, to suggest styles to replace.
The popup shows the document's styles on the left, and the styles from the company artifact
on the right.
The system automatically chooses and suggests replacements. You can review them, and
confirm.

7 Once the mapping is done, you'll see new Company-governed and Document-governed
sections.
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8 You can also choose a replacement for a document style from a dropdown.

9 Back in the document, the style pane shows document styles in purple, and company styles
in green. The popup also shows each style's type.
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Zoning

Go page by page to check the PDF against the HTML: capture covers as figures, force line
breaks, fix columns, remove running heads, and relink the TOC.

1 Now we go page by page to verify that the PDF content looks right in the HTML.

PDF to accessible ePUB · PDFxt 23



2 Page 1 is a cover, so it needs to be captured as an image.
We have various page actions for this. Page as figure, with the keyboard shortcut Shift  + I

, converts the whole page to an image.

3 The cover is now a single figure zone, with alt text filled in.
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4 Now on page 4, this paragraph should be broken into separate lines.
At the top is the zone settings bar, with various options. One of them is Force br, which adds
line breaks inside the paragraph zone, as shown.

5 At the end of this page, the content was identified as two columns, but it is actually a key
value list.

PDF to accessible ePUB · PDFxt 25



6 To fix this, I delete the zone on the right with the Delete key.

7 Then I resize the remaining zone with Shift  + S  so it covers both columns.

PDF to accessible ePUB · PDFxt 26



8 I apply Force br to this zone as well.

9 On page 5, we compare the zones with the HTML preview.
The system had detected a horizontal line here. I don't want it, so I am deleting it.
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10 Page 6 is an ad, which we capture as a figure with Shift  + I .

11 I also mark pages 6 and 7 to start on a new page in the ePUB.
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12 Page 7 is the table of contents. It was identified and tagged automatically.

13 But the original TOC links point to the page, and I want them to link to the actual heading on
that page.
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14 So I reprocess the TOC using the Process TOC action, Shift  + C .
I set the end page so all the TOC pages are included.
Here is a checkbox to link each entry to the text on the destination page. Enabling this redoes
the linking.

15 Now when I hover, I can see the link goes to the destination zone, not just the page.
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16 On page 8, I also remove the running footer.

17 Back on page 7, I check the new TOC links in the chapter view of the HTML preview.
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18 Page 12 has a running footer. I am removing it.

19 Page 13 looks OK.
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20 Here on page 16, the running head was misidentified as text.

21 When I delete it, the system finds one more page with the same mistag, and I can delete it
from here.
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22 At the end of page 16, the system tagged this paragraph as continuing on the next page,
which is incorrect.

23 I am removing the tagging.

PDF to accessible ePUB · PDFxt 34



08
PART 8 /  15

TOC & chapters

Build the TOC that goes into the ePUB NAV and NCX, and set chapter breaks so each chapter
becomes its own HTML file.

1 Now we will fix the TOC, which goes into the NAV or NCX file of the ePUB.
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2 The system auto imports the TOC embedded in the input PDF, and lists it here in the Table of
Contents panel.

3 If the TOC is not available this way, we can navigate to the TOC pages in the document and
use the Import button to bring in all the TOCI elements from that page.
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4 We repeat this step for all the TOC pages. Each import adds that page's entries to the TOC
list, with their page numbers.

5 Next, we use the Bulk edit feature to add any missing TOCI entries, along with their page
numbers.
Here I add the missing Cover and Copyright entries at the top of the list, then save.
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6 Once this is done, we move to the Chapters menu. Cover and Copyright are listed here as
well.

7 Here we record the chapter breaks. Each chapter recorded here becomes a separate HTML
file in the output ePUB.
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8 Another option is to add chapter breaks directly on the PDF. I click the Add chapter break
button between the pages and enter a title.

9 You can see it reflected in the chapter list on the left.
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10 I repeat this for the Advertisement page, and then for the Table of Contents, so each
becomes its own chapter.

11 Finally, I add a chapter break for the Preface, and it appears in the list on the left.
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12 Now, let's export the document as an ePUB.

13 The preview shows how the pages are chunked into chapters for ePUB generation, following
the Chapters list.
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Applying styles

Inspect and edit the CSS applied to any zone, fix parent and reading order, preview style
changes live, and edit HTML directly.

1 On the HTML content, we can enable the Styles pane.
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2 Then click a style name to view the CSS applied to that specific zone.

3 I can make changes to the stylesheet, like this background color.
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4 Or, in this case, I'm removing the class altogether.
I'm asked whether to remove it from all instances, or only this one.

5 Normally, I'd choose a company style to replace it with.
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6 Next, I'm editing this style, which is used across pages.
I remove a property, and apply the change back to the original style, across all 24 zones.

7 Here is a box.
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8 When I look at the zones, I can see the heading is incorrectly captured outside the box.

9 I'll first fix the parent and reading order to bring it into the box.
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10 I unwrap this extra section, so the heading can move into the box.

11 Then I set the heading's parent zone to the section, and update its reading order.
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12 Then I style the box separately.
I can live preview my changes before applying them.

13 Once it looks right, I apply it to this zone.
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14 Then I style the heading separately.
Here I adjust its margins and preview the result.

15 And save it to this zone.
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16 The same editor works on company styles too, like this paragraph margin.

17 Back in the HTML preview, the box and heading now render together.
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18 We also have the option to edit the HTML directly in the editor.
Like in the case of this footnote, I can make changes to the HTML if required.
I do the same for the next footnote.

19 On the next page, I adjust this box's background and save it to its style.
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20 For this heading, I search the styles pane, which also lists the company stylesheet, and apply
a new style.
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Tables

Tag and redraw tables, fix rows, columns and spans in the five-step table editor, and stitch a
table that continues across pages.

1 The system auto-identifies and tags all tables.
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2 Let's assume there was an issue with this table.

3 I'll delete all tags on this page with Shift  + Del , and redraw the heading and table.
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4 I also remove the table tag on the next page, where the table continues.

5 First, I pick Heading from the Actions menu and draw it around the table title.
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6 For the table, I select Table as the zone from the Actions menu, or press the T key, and draw
a zone around the table area.

7 I do the same for the rest of the table on the next page.
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8 The system auto-detects the rows and columns.

9 I can verify the result in the HTML preview.
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10 The table on the next page is detected the same way.

11 If the table is still wrong, or the colspans and rowspans are not correct, I can edit the table.
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12 This is a five step process. Step 1, we confirm the shape of the table.

13 Step 2, we mark up the rows.
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14 For the purpose of the demo, I remove the rows and redraw them.
To draw a row, I simply drag across the table.

15 Step 3 is the columns. The same goes here: I remove a column, then drag to draw it back.
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16 Then in step 4, we fix the row spans and column spans by merging or unmerging cells.

17 The final step is thead, tbody and tfoot detection. I click the row labels to cycle between
header, body and footer.
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18 Once all done, we save the table.

19 In our instance, one cell seems to have a wrong background.
This is easy to fix. I find the relevant cell and edit its style.
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20 In this case, the table is split across two pages.

21 To fix this, we have Continued from and Continued to buttons, or the Stitch text option on the
top bar.
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22 This lets me choose which zone continues to which zone.

23 Once the stitch is confirmed, the zones are linked.
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24 The table is combined into a single unified table, with the second page's thead removed.
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Footnotes

Draw footnote zones and use Process Notes linking to rebuild two-way links between cues
and notes.

1 Footnotes, along with chapter-end and book-end notes, are automatically identified and
tagged by PDFxt, with links from each footnote cue.
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2 Open a cue's link, and you can see the footnote zone it points to.

3 For this demo, I'm deleting the footnote links, one cue at a time.

PDF to accessible ePUB · PDFxt 67



4 Then I delete the footnote zones, so I can show you how they are drawn.

5 Draw the footnote as a zone, choosing Footnote from the Actions menu.
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6 Repeat for the second footnote.

7 Then use the page action Process Notes linking, Shift  + N .
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8 This recreates the links from the cues to the footnotes.

9 Against each footnote zone, we also show the two-way link information.
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10 A similar fix on the next page.

11 Draw the missing footnote zone the same way.
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12 The outbound links confirm both cues now point to their footnotes.
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Index

Process an entire index in one step: PDFxt creates the index entries and links every page
number, then you verify.

1 I'm sure you understand how complex it is to tag index page numbers. PDFxt fully automates
this.
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2 Just go to the first index page and choose Process Index from the Actions menu, Shift  +
X .

3 Set the page range to cover the whole index.
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4 PDFxt automatically creates the index records and hyperlinks them to their pages.

5 As the user, you can verify the results page by page.
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6 Each entry is tagged, and its page numbers link to the referenced pages.

7 On the last page, the zoning has gone wrong, and PDFxt highlights the reading order line to
flag it.
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8 I'll quickly fix it.

9 First, remove the zone that merged the last entry with the X heading.
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10 Then draw the last entry back as its own zone.

11 Apply the index-entry style so it matches the other entries.
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12 Then redraw X as a heading.

13 We're done.
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Metadata

Review and edit the ePUB metadata PDFxt detects, such as title, author, publisher and ISBN.

1 Once we're done and ready to export, we can verify the ePUB's metadata.
This is auto-detected by the tool.
We can make changes if needed, like correcting the author here.
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2 Further down are additional ePUB fields, such as ISBN, publisher, copyright, and publication
date.

3 Here we fill in the publisher.
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4 Then save the properties.
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Export

Export the accessible ePUB, fix any chapter chunking warnings, and run EPUBCheck and Ace
on the output.

1 The final step is to export the accessible ePUB.
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2 Before exporting, PDFxt previews the section structure, and warns us that two pages were
missed in the chapter chunking.

3 We'll go back to the editor and fix that.
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4 The Chapters panel shows the same warning, so we correct the chapter list with Bulk Edit
Chapters.

5 Looks OK now. Exporting the ePUB, and the structure preview has no warnings this time.
I'm also asking for EPUBCheck and Ace to run on the output ePUB.
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6 This can take a good few minutes for very large documents like this one.

7 I can go to the Export checks tab to run checks, or view the last EPUBCheck and Ace results.
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8 Once completed, the file downloads automatically.
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ePUB preview

Preview the finished ePUB in the built-in reader, and inspect its HTML, figures, OPF and NAV in
the ePUB editor.

1 We also have a built-in ePUB reader where you can preview the generated ePUB.
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2 You can jump between sections and compare each page with the source PDF alongside.

3 Separately, we also have an ePUB editor to view the contents of the ePUB file and make
changes if required.
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4 Once it loads, we can see every file inside the ePUB.

5 It shows the figures, and the HTML files for each section.
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6 Here is the OPF, with its accessibility metadata.

7 And the NAV, with the table of contents.
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Thank you
Reach out to us if you need any clarifications.

Convert your own PDF to an accessible ePUB

app.pdfxt.com

pdfxt.com
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